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SUB J : GOP DECREES LABOR DAY AND MOTHERS' DAY AMNESTY FOR 
314 PRISONERS 

1 . PRESIDENT MORALES BERMUDEZ PROMULGATED TWO DECREES ON 
APRIL 26 GRANTING AMNESTY TO 314 INDIVIDUALS EITHER CONVICTED 
OF A CRIME AND SERVING SENTENCE, OR DETAINED PENDING OUTCOME 
OF TRIAL. THE FIRST DECREE, IN COMMEMORATION OF MOTHERS' 

DAY, PROVIDES FOR THE UNCONDITIONAL FREEDOM OF NINE WOMEN 
SERVING SENTENCES AND SUSPENDS ONGOING CRIMINAL PENAL PRO- 
CEEDINGS AGAINST AN ADDITIONAL 27 WOMEN, GRANTING THEM FREEDOM 
BUT MAKING THEM LIABLE FOR POSSIBLE CIVIL CHARGES RELATED TO 
CRIMES FOR WHICH THEY ARE CHARGED. 

2. THE SECOND DECREE, WHOSE PREAMBLE RELATES THE AMNESTY TO 
THE CELEBRATION OF LABOR DAY ON MAY 1, GRANTS FREEDOM TO 

98 MEN AND ONE WOMAN PRESENTLY SERVING SENTENCES, AND SUS- 
PENDS CRIMINAL PENAL PROCEEDINGS CURRENTLY IN PROCESS AGAINST 
167 MEN AND 12 WOMEN, GRANTING THEM FREEDOM CONDITIONAL ON 
ANY POSSIBLE CIVIL CHARGES. 
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3. THE GREAT MAJORITY OF THOSE AMNESTIED ARE PROBABLY COMMON 
CRIMINALS WHOSE CONDUCT WHILE IN DETENTION AND POTENTIAL FOR 
REHABILITATION ARE CONSIDERED GOOD. OF THE NAMES LISTED IN THE 
SECOND DECREE, ONLY SIX ARE FAMILIAR TO US AS POSSIBLE "POLITICAL 
PRISONERS”. THEY ARE: LUIS BRITO CRABTREE, A MEXICAN EX-PRIEST 
WHO WAS ARRESTED IN JUNE 1975 FOR VANGUARDIA REVOLUTIONARY (VR)- 
RELATED ACTIVITIES AND IS SERVING A 15-YEAR SENTENCE; JACKET .INF, 
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ELAN LOBATON, THE WIDOW OF MIR LEADER GUILLERMO LOBATON WHO 
WAS KILLED IN 1965; AND FORTUNATO BRAULIO TELLO, THE SIDERPERU 
LABOR UNION LEADER WHO WAS ARRESTED IN NOVEMBER 1976 AND IN WHOM 
AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL (AI) HAS SHOWN A RECENT INTEREST. AI 
CASES ROBERTO ROMERO ARCE AND SANTOS ANDRES HUGUET POLO (SEE 
LIMA 2874) AND JORGE ZUMARAN PAZ (LIMA 2224) ARE ALSO INCLUDED 
IN AMNESTY. OTHER PERUVIANS OF INTEREST TO AI, ALFREDO PEZO 
PAREDES, OSCAR PEREZ MANRIQUE, RAUL RODRIGUEZ CHALCO (LIMA 1983) 

AND CARLOS REFAEL DOMINGUEZ MARTINEZ (LIMA 2229) ARE NOT ON LISTS. 

NO U.S. CITIZENS WERE NAMED IN EITHER DECREE. 

4. THE LARGE-SCALE AMNESTY AT THIS PARTICULAR TROUBLED TIME FOR THE 
MORALES BERMUDEZ GOVERNMENT MAY BE ATTRIBUTED TO A NUMBER OF 
POSSIBLE MOTIVATIONS. THE RELEASE OF CONVICTED PRISONERS 
AND THOSE ON TRIAL WILL RELIEVE SOMEWHAT THE TERRIBLY OVERCROWDED 
PERUVIAN JAILS AND EASE BURDENED COURT CALENDARS. THE 
AMENSTY IS ALSO PROBABLY A PART OF A CAREFULLY-ORCHESTRATED 
PLAN TO STRENGTHEN THE GOVERNMENT'S POSITION ON THE EVE OF 
THE ANTICIPATED ANNOUNCEMENT OF UNPOPULAR ECONOMIC MEASURES, 
INCLUDING INCREASED GASOLINE PRICES AND A NEW LABOR STABILITY 
LAW MORE FAVORABLE TO INDUSTRY. INCLUDED IN THIS HYPOTHETICAL 
PLAN WOULD BE THE RECENT ANNOUNCEMENT THAT WORKERS WILL BE PAID 
GUADRUPLE FOR LABOR DAY BECAUSE IT FALLS ON A SUNDAY, AND THE 
MILGOV'S RATIFICATION OF MORALES BERMUDEZ AS PRESIDENT BEYOND 
HIS JANUARY 1978 OBLIGATORY RETIREMENT FROM THE ARMY (SEE 
LIMA 3298). 

LANE 
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